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move toward political reconciliation, and that 
hasn’t even begun to happen. 

In my view, there is no sustainable role for 
large numbers of U.S. troops to play in Iraq— 
whether refereeing a civil war or waiting for 
the Iraqi Government to decide to act within 
the ‘‘breathing space’’ our brave troops have 
provided and our taxpayers are paying for at 
$9 billion per month. 

However, while this bill sends the right mes-
sage—that our troops cannot remain in Iraq 
indefinitely—regrettably, it does not send it in 
the best way, because it will be supported al-
most exclusively by Democrats, and the Presi-
dent has already promised to veto it. 

What we need is consensus here at home 
on a path forward in Iraq, and today’s quick 
consideration of this bill doesn’t bring us any 
closer to that goal. 

I believe consensus can be found around 
the recommendations of the Iraq Study Group, 
which I introduced as legislation earlier this 
year, including supporting a course of esca-
lating escalate economic development, em-
powerment of local government, the provision 
of basic services, a ‘‘surge’’ in regional and 
international diplomatic efforts, and lightening 
the American footprint in Iraq. 

Only Democrats and Republicans working 
together can find the path out of Iraq. I will 
continue to work with colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle on further steps we can take to 
change our broader Iraq policy. 
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Mr. TIBERI. Madam Speaker, as many of 
my colleagues know, today is America Recy-
cles Day. Celebrating its 10th year, America 
Recycles Day is dedicated to raising aware-
ness about the benefits of recycling and en-
couraging Americans to increase their involve-
ment in recycling at home and work. It also 
serves as a reminder of the social, environ-
mental and economic benefits of recycling. 

We’re familiar with many recyclables, as 
more and more Americans take them out to 
their bins every day. Cardboard boxes are re-
cycled and re-appear as new boxes. Yester-
day’s front page of a local newspaper may 
show up as a sports page next month. Glass 
bottles, aluminum cans, and plastics are also 
fixtures of daily recycling habits. According to 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, recy-
cling is conservatively projected to have saved 
900 trillion Btus, equal to the annual energy 
use of 9 million households, in 2005. 

But it’s also important to recognize that re-
cycling is much bigger than just the daily 
household products that end up in the 
curbside bin. More than 150 million tons of old 
cars, tires, materials from buildings that have 
been demolished, and a wide variety of left- 
over manufacturing materials are recycled in 
this country every year. 

Scrap recycling is a $65 billion industry in 
the U.S. that employs over 50,000 people. It 
also invests significant capital in high-tech, en-
vironmentally designed manufacturing machin-
ery that is used to sort, pack, transform, proc-
ess, manufacture and ship materials to be-

come new products. The scrap recycling in-
dustry is also a leading exporter, sending 
more than $15 billion a year in products to 
over 140 countries around the world. 

I hope all Americans will take a moment to 
think today about the role recycling plays in 
their daily lives, the environment, and our 
economy, and dedicate themselves to doing 
more. 
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Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize one of the most ex-
traordinary towns in our country, Tomball, TX, 
and join them in celebrating their 100-year an-
niversary. This community began in the early 
1800s as a farming community and has grown 
to be a town encompassing economic growth 
and core American values which makes our 
Nation a great place to live. 

Tomball was first known as Peck but at the 
turn of the century, in 1907, the town was offi-
cially named Tomball in honor of Mr. Thomas 
Henry Ball; a Congressman, a lawyer, a proud 
father, and an honorable man. 

Tomball saw their first boom in 1906 when 
the railroad came to town. The first freight 
train and the first passenger rail rolled through 
town in 1907. Today visitors can step back in 
time and enjoy the newly refurbished train 
depot, in the heart of downtown Tomball, as 
trains move through town as they did a cen-
tury ago. 

Tomball was also known as ‘‘Oil Town 
U.S.A.’’ in the early 1930’s when oil was dis-
covered in a big Texas way with a ‘‘gusher.’’ 
The city was quick to realize the extraordinary 
asset before them and negotiated a deal with 
Humble Oil and Gas allowing the company 
drilling rights within the city in exchange for 
free oil and gas to Tomball residents for the 
next 50 years. 

Tomball has seen growth in all aspects of 
the community. Since the turn of the century, 
there has been the boom of the railroad, the 
great success of oil and gas, real estate 
growth, and road improvements all contrib-
uting to the strong economic base for this 
town. Tomball has always been a place with 
extraordinary schools, both public and private. 
The city possesses citizens with an eagerness 
to learn extending to higher education within 
the college system. Faith is important to this 
community and is the foundation that enables 
numerous churches to congregate within the 
area. 

Tomball is an amazing town within Harris 
County, TX. It is the continued dedication to 
this town by its residents which makes it one 
of the friendliest places to live, not only in 
Texas but in the United States. Although 
Tomball has endured many changes over the 
last century one thing remains the same, the 
people. As we celebrate the first 100 years of 
Tomball it is with great joy I say thank you for 
being a wonderful and compassionate commu-
nity. The devotion for this community is con-
tagious and I am honored to be your rep-
resentative, in fact I proudly display a sign in 
my office that says, ‘‘I Love Tomball.’’ I wish 

this city all the best in the next 100 years. 
Happy Birthday, Tomball and congratulations 
on reaching this remarkable milestone. 
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Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate John Glenn Elemen-
tary School in Donahue, IA. This week, John 
Glenn Elementary received the 2007 No Child 
Left Behind Blue Ribbon School Award. John 
Glenn Elementary was one of only five 
schools in Iowa, and 1 of only 289 of 133,000 
eligible schools in the country to receive this 
award. The Blue Ribbon School Award is 
given annually to a select number of schools 
that demonstrate dramatic gains in student 
achievement. 

Schools that have received the Blue Ribbon 
Award are seen as national models that other 
schools can learn from. John Glenn Elemen-
tary clearly fits this role and should be used as 
a model for other schools in Iowa and 
throughout the country. The students and fac-
ulty at John Glenn Elementary think of them-
selves as not just another elementary school, 
but a family. Every day, they actively work 
with each other and help each other to 
achieve the goals the school has set forth. 
John Glenn Elementary has also gained a rep-
utation for being not only a great elementary 
school, but an active leader in the community. 
The school has an ongoing alliance with Big 
Brothers, Big Sisters and operates a volunteer 
grandparents program. It is clear that John 
Glenn Elementary has served not only the 
children that attend the school, but the com-
munity as well. 

Yesterday, I had the honor of meeting Prin-
cipal C.J. Albertson and Cindy Irwin, a 5th 
Grade teacher at John Glenn Elementary. I 
applaud Principal Albertson, Ms. Irwin, and the 
entire faculty at John Glenn Elementary for 
their commitment to public education and the 
development of our children. All of their hard 
work and dedication has made John Glenn El-
ementary one of the best schools in the coun-
try. I’m proud to be representing John Glenn 
Elementary School in Congress and look for-
ward to hearing of their continued success in 
North Scott County. 
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today on the eve of National Adoption Day to 
recognize those American families that open 
their hearts and homes to our most vulnerable 
children and teenagers. 

There are currently 114,000 children in fos-
ter care who need adoptive homes. Many of 
these children were victims of abuse, neglect, 
or abandonment, and most will wait at least 
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